
 

 

CITY OF INMAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

August 22, 2022 

 

The Planning Commission met on Monday, August 22, 2022, at Inman City Hall. In attendance was 

Commission Members Pete Miller, James Tapp, Mark Autorino, Ron Fisher and Charles Brannon. 

Tonight’s meeting was the last meeting for Mr. Fisher as Mr. Brannon would be officially taking is place 

as his term has expired.  Also, in attendance was Planning Director, April Gibson, as well as Mr. Phil 

Sutton and Mr. Neil Phillips. (Ms. Catha Small arrived late to the meeting). 

Pete Miller welcomed everyone and read the FOIA statement. He mentioned that April took very good 

minutes. James Tapp made a motion to approve the July 25, 2022, meeting minutes. Ron second, all in 

attendance voted unanimously.  

Pete Miller asked for a vote to approve the agenda. Ron Fisher made a motion to approve the agenda, 

James Tapp second, all in attendance voted unanimously. 

New Business: 

5a. The first item on the agenda was a rezoning request for 12 Prospect Street (TMN 1-44-03-005.01). 

Mr. Miller stated that a few years back the Planning Commission had gone through the area and looked 

at zoning and this property was rezoned as R-10 as they had envisioned this area being predominantly 

residential or possibly Neighborhood Business District. However, there has been plans to use the 

property as commercial, which was the most recent use of the property. It had been a garage for the 

longest time and has been sitting empty for a while. Mr. Miller stated that it makes sense to rezone 

commercial because the proposed brewery borders the water works and power company property as 

well. The property will be rezoned from R-10 to General Business. Mr. Miller asked if there was any 

discussion. Being none, Mark Autorino made a motion to approve the rezoning request. Ron Fisher 

seconded. All in attendance voted unanimously. 

After the vote Mr. Miller stated that there was a concern about the property being so close to a church 

and serving alcohol. April said that she was pretty sure this had been cleared before she started in her 

position but that she would check. Pete said that if the ordinance giving a distance from the church 

includes the parking lot, then they would need to request a variance before they could open. April said 

that she would make sure all of that was in order.  

5b. The second item on the agenda was an introduction of the incoming planning commission members 

who would be stepping into the positions being vacated by the members whose terms had expired. Mr. 

Miller introduced Mr. Charles Brannon whose first meeting was the August meeting. Mr. Phil Sutton 

whose first meeting would be the November meeting. And Mr. Neil Phillips whose first meeting would 

be the December meeting. Mr. Miller gave each of them the floor for introducing themselves. Mr. 

Brannon stated that he was born in Virginia but moved to Inman as a young child. He was a Chapman 



 

 

High School graduate, and that Mr. Miller was one of his teachers. He has lived in Inman for over 25-30 

years on Burnett Street. He has watched how Inman has changed through the years. He saw how the 

city used to be a busy little town but then how it had dwindled. Now the city is changing again but it is 

good change. We need the change, and it will be for the better and that he is glad to be a part of the 

Planning Commission. (Mr. Catha Small arrived during this part of the meeting.) 

Mr. Miller then introduced Mr. Phil Sutton. Mr. Sutton stated that he grew up in Spartanburg and then 

lived in New Prospect for 41 years. He stated that he moved to Inman about 3 years ago. He stated that 

he loves all of the changes that he sees in Inman. He loves to see things move fast and that Inman is off 

to a good start. He is excited about the new library and all the other things coming to the city.  

Mr. Miller then introduced Mr. Neil Phillips. Mr. Phillips stated that he has lived in Spartanburg County 

all his life and has lived on Gosnell Street for 30 years and that Mr. Miller was also his teacher. He, too, 

loves to see the growth and is excited to see change. He is looking forward to being able to contribute to 

the city.  

Mr. Miller thanked all the new members and encouraged them to get out and ride the streets, visit the 

stores and see the city. He encouraged them to get used to the streets and meet the people.  

5c. The next item on the agenda was an update on major planning projects. Mr. Miller stated that he 

was just going to call out certain projects and April Gibson could give updates on them. 

Pete: The Cottages at Lake Emory 

April: They are working on builds in the first phase. They have already had 10 permits approved.  

Pete: The Triangle Property 

April: The building is well underway at the triangle and the owner has purchased the large lot behind it. 

He is now the landowner for all of the property surrounding the “cut through” road and will be seeking a 

road closure. The city has no objections to the road closure but will request a traffic study done for the 

area but that is ultimately up to the landowner, SCDOT and the Master-in Equity.  

Pete: Las Casas 

April: This subdivision is completely built out. But Niemalto has purchased and annexed the adjoining 

property and will build approximately 47 houses on 14-15 acres. 

Pete: Clark Road 

April: Victor is waiting on approval for two houses but hasn’t started with any of the other builds or 

infrastructure in that area. 

Pete: The Brewery 

April: This project is currently on hold because of the zoning issue that we addressed tonight. As soon as 

that is taken care of, they will start grading. 

Pete: The old Lumber yard 



 

 

April: There has been no movement on that property. They did start the build on the four houses across 

the street.  

Pete: The blacksmith shop 

April: We are just waiting. At this time, the family is not willing to sell. 

Pete: Waters Road 

April: They have a plat for which they are wanting to add four more houses. But we are having to look at 

it because it is different than the original plat.  

Pete: Park and Bethune 

April: They are working on getting sewer to that area. They didn’t have any luck getting an easement 

from the neighbors.  

Pete: Property by the high school 

April: There has been no movement on that one.  

Pete: The Library 

April: They are almost done and will open soon 

Pete: The pavilion 

April: They have the bond approved and Joe is working on getting everything ready. It should start soon. 

Pete: Power pole on Mill. 

April: We finally were able to get that moved. 

Pete: The empty store on Mill Street 

April: The lease is a little higher than some folks are willing to pay in Inman right now. They are waiting 

until that one is leased before they start the renovations on the one next door. 

Pete: Caramore 

April: The infrastructure is mapped and marked. There is a pipe backlog, so they are waiting on supplies.  

Pete: Berry’s Mill  

April – This is built out and all the issues with the construction were cleared by Enchanted.  

Pete: Ace Hardwar 

April: They are still telling Joe they intend to build but we haven’t heard anything in a while.  

Pete then asked if any other members had any questions.  

James: What about the lines and issues on Main Street? 

April: Joe is working with SCDOT on those issues. They are not done with all of their work. 



 

 

Catha: What about handicap parking down there? 

April: Joe is working with SCDOE on that as well.  

Phil: What about that small building on Mill Street? 

April: It was going to be a bakery, but they had a stop work order issued and haven’t started back with 

any work yet.  

Mark: How is the four ways at Mill and Bishop working? 

Pete stated that it has slowed down traffic, but it takes some getting used to.  

Mark: What about the other changes on Mill Street? 

April: They are waiting to test the four way and the progress that makes and then they will explore other 

changes.  

6. Planning Director’s report: April referred the members to the Director’s report contained in their 

packets.  

7. Mr. Miller opened up the floor for Commission members comments: 

Mark – None 

Ron – All I have to say is “Goodbye” 

James – None 

Catha – She just wanted everyone to know that her spouse was in the hospital, and he had surgery. She 

feels that there should be a caution light at Mill and Bishop because no one sees the four ways.  

Pete asked April if there was a way to put reflectors or something on the stop signs.  

Catha asked if they were going to make Mill Street a one-way street.  

Pete said that April has already said they were looking at other options.  

8. There were no public comments.  

9. At 6pm Catha made a motion to adjourned. James seconded. All in attendance voted unanimously. 

 

 


