
 

 

CITY OF INMAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

March 28, 2022 

 

The Planning Commission met on Monday, March 28, 2022, at Inman City Hall. In attendance was 

Commission Members Pete Miller, Mark Autorino, James Tapp, Catha Small and Ron Fisher. Also in 

attendance was City Administrator, Joe Lanahan, Planning Director, April Gibson and several guests. 

Pete Miller welcomed everyone and read the FOIA statement. Ron Fisher made a motion to approve the 

February 28, 2022, meeting minutes with an amendment to the listed on the meeting minutes. James 

Tapp second, all in attendance voted unanimously.  

Pete Miller asked for a vote to approve the agenda. James Tapp made a motion to approve the agenda, 

Ron Fisher second, all in attendance voted unanimously.  

Old Business: 

5a. Pete Miller opened up the floor to the Planning Director for updates on the two items that were on 

last month’s agenda. April Gibson explained that there was an appeal on 8 Anderson Street Extension 

Annexation and no movement on the Church Avenue rezoning. A letter was sent out to the property 

owner but no word from him. She stated she would follow up with a phone call.  

New Business 

6a.  The first order of new business was to review and make a recommendation on a façade grant 

application for 2 Bishop Street.  Pete Miller stated that this was the building behind the coffee shop and 

that it used to be the Flour Barrel and then a hot dog stand. It has now been empty for a while but was 

several restaurants in the past. It was now changing to a European Market/Bakery. Mr. Miller stated 

that the building already looks better and it has been improved. Mr. Miller asked for clarification on the 

amounts listed on the application and thought that the grant amount was $10,000. Mr. Lanahan stated 

that the last five applications have been approved for $10,000. He stated that the max amount changed 

about 8 months ago to the now current amount of $10,000. Mr. Miller asked about when this money 

would come out and Mr. Lanahan stated that the new fiscal year started July 1 so this would come out 

of the current budget. James Tapp made a motion to approve. Ron Fisher second. All in attendance 

voted unanimously. 

6b. The second order of business was to review and make a recommendation to approve an amendment 

to the zoning ordinance regarding prohibited properties in the Central Business District.  Mr. Miller 

started the discussion by stating that a similar amendment was sent to Missy, the previous 

administrator, but because of staffing changes or whatever reason nothing ever come of it. Mr. Miller 

gave the floor to April Gibson for more information on the ordinance.  She stated that part of her job is 

to review the current zoning ordinance and to bring to the Planning Commission any changes that may 



 

 

be necessary to help the growth of Inman but to also keep realistic expectations of the City. She stated 

that after looking at the lack of space in the Central Business District that certain items that were 

currently accepted in the Central Business District should be prohibited due to the amount of actual 

space and parking space that they would require. The ordinance moves several items from approved to 

prohibited in the amendment. Mark made a motion to approve, Ron Fisher seconded. There was no 

more discussion. All in attendance voted unanimously.  

Mr. Lanahan made comments prior to the Planning Director’s report stating that the sewer expansion 

was on target and work would be going on in the next 18 months.  

7. Ms. Gibson gave her monthly report. For February there were 23 new homes approved, 3 renovations 

or remodels and  no chicken permits. There were 3 sign permits issued.  

8. Mark Autorino had no comments. Ron Fisher had no comments. James Tapp asked if Cliff Buff bought 

the bank building beside City Hall. Mr. Lanahan answered that he did purchase the property at a public 

auction and that he is now looking for tenants of the ground floor. He will be renting the building as 

office spaces. Ms. Catha Small asked about the historical marker for Bethune High School. April Gibson 

stated that the committee from the school is responsible for acquiring the marker and that it will be the 

standard historical type marker. She asked if there was a bust or picture and Ms. Gibson explained again 

that it was the standard historical marker that you see at other historical places. Mr. Miller 

acknowledged the visitors in the room and asked that they introduce themselves. (Of note, each of the 

guests in attendance had completed an application for the upcoming Planning Commission vacancies.) 

First, was Mr. Phil Sutton. He stated that he lived in Eufaula Place and that he found Inman pleasant and 

enjoyable. Next was Ms. Samantha Sloan. She has lived in Inman for the past two years. She is very 

community minded and would like to become more involved. Third, was Mr. Neil Phillips, he has lived in 

the area all of his life and is happy to see the growth in the City. Finally, Mr. Christina Phillips spoke. She 

said that she lived on Honda Street and that she used to have a farm in the Little Africa Community. She 

currently works at Gaines Realty and is working on getting property owners in the downtown area to sell 

as opposed to letting the buildings sit vacant. She is looking forward to being a part of the community.  

9. There were no public comments. 

10. Mr. Miller said that was all on the agenda. Mr. Ron Fisher made a motion to adjourn. Catha Small, 

second and all voted unanimously. Adjourned at 6:05pm. 


