
 

 

CITY OF INMAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

November 28, 2022 

 

The Planning Commission met on Monday, November 28, 2022, at Inman City Hall. In 

attendance was Commission Members Pete Miller, James Tapp, Mark Autorino, Phil Sutton, and 

Charles Brannon.  Also, in attendance was Planning Director, April Gibson and City 

Administrator, Joe Lanahan, as well Mr. Chip Bentley. 

Pete Miller welcomed everyone and read the FOIA statement. Mr. Miller stated there were a 

couple of errors on the minutes. The date needed to change from September to October. There 

was another error under item 6a. Line 18 in that section stated the property was currently in 

the city but should have read it was currently in the county. Mark made a motion to approve 

the minutes with those changes. Charles second, all in attendance voted unanimously.  

James made a motion to approve the agenda. Phil second, all in attendance voted unanimously. 

5. Old business. Pete gave the floor to April. She said that she would hit the highlights but not 

go over every item in the city like we have for the past two months. She said that at the 

brewery the building had been delivered and they were working daily there. The grand opening 

for the library will be on December 1st at 10am. The houses at Mabry (221 and 231 Main) are 

set for demo in the next couple of weeks. The triangle property is still working out issues 

regarding sewer and water.  

6a. Pete gave the floor to Mr. Chip Bentley, from the Appalachian Council of Government. He 

stated that back in 2018 the process was started to update the comp plan. They had their 

second meeting and then COIVD hit, and everything was put on hold. After that, the issue was 

brought up again, but the city was in the midst of doing the Downtown Master Plan and it was 

decided to wait to start the comp plan until after the implementation of that. That started in 

2021. The average time to get the comp plan done was 6-8 months. He stated that he was 

going to be working with Main Street staff on data collection. Then he and April will formulate a 

plan. He stated that the Planning Commission would be the main point of contact. There will be 

multiple meetings and a lot of public involvement. We will try to piggyback off the Main Street 

stuff as much as possible. We will set goals, provide next steps and work to hit on a final 

recommendation. After the comp plan update is finished then we will use that to update the 

zoning ordinance to ensure it fits the comp plan. It is important to make sure the ordinance 

matches the comp plan. We will bring the two documents together and make changes as 



 

 

needed. The estimated time frame will be approximately one year. This is just a general outline. 

April and Chip will sit down and generate a more formal schedule.  

Mr. Miller stated that he was glad the Planning Commission will be involved. He asked the 

Commission if there were any questions. There were none.  

6b. Pete gave the floor to April for this presentation. She said that in mid-November Joe, the 

Mayor and herself attended the Annual SC Chapter of the American Planning Association 

conference. At the conference awards banquet, the City of Inman and Boudreaux won the 2022 

Rural award for the downtown Master Plan. The rural category was for cities of a population of 

less than 10,000. The award was given to the city the creation and implementation of the 

Master plan.  

6c. Pete gave the floor to April for this presentation. She said that it was recently announced 

that Inman was accepted as an Aspiring city in the Main Street South Carolina program. This is a 

downtown revitalization program and that the Main Street team would be coming into the city 

early next year to get the process started. This is an impressive feat as Inman is the only 

municipality in Spartanburg County that is in the program.  

6d. Pete gave the floor to April for this presentation. She said that the city applied for a 

community vibrancy grant though Ten at the Top through an elevate upstate grant. We were 

one of the five finalists chosen and after a presentation at the annual meeting, we were 

selected as one of two winners of a $5,000 grant. The money will be used to create an 

interactive scavenger hunt featuring historic facts about the city. We plan to have it ready to 

“open” during Music on Mill this summer. 

7. April said that there was no additional information to give that wasn’t given in item 5. There 

were no new houses permitted for this month. Pete asked how the negotiations were for the 

trail and she responded slow. The project on a perfect timeline will be about 5-6 years.  

8. Pete started with Commission comments. April said she was sorry but had to interrupt. She 

wanted to remind the staff about upcoming Christmas dinner for Inman staff. It would be at 

6pm on Dec. 6 at the Crepe Factory.  

Phil stated that he is excited about the library. It has been such a long time since we had a 

library, and he is looking forward to the grand opening.  

James had no comments. Charles had no comments. Mark said that he was just happy to be 

here.  

9. There were no public comments. James asked if Joe had anything to say. He said he had 

nothing to add but to please come to the dinner on the 6th and to bring a guest.  

10. James made a motion to adjourn, Charles second and all in favor voted unanimously.  


